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Sentence structure 

 

RoSPA’s report notes that although smoke alarms continue to be effective there 

was a sharp increase in the number of machines that failed to go off. In nearly 

half the cases it was due to the batteries having been removed. This could be 

because the owner had become fed up with the noise made during false alarms, 

or because they were dead.  

The Independent 

 

You have to watch how you construct your sentences. The author of the above 

example almost certainly didn’t mean what they wrote in the last line. But it’s not 

only unintentional humour that you have to be careful about. It’s frighteningly 

easy to trip your readers up or leave yourself open to misinterpretation. 

The reason is that they are just as human as you are, with their own particular 

likes, dislikes and worries.  

Butterflies 

In fact, it might help to think of your readers as butterflies, with lots of other 

flowers to think about besides yours.  

Other documents, meetings, TV, food or a stressful journey into work are each 

likely to well up in their minds just as they are about to read your most important 

point.  

So you have to work very hard to keep them reading, by making your sentences 

seductively easy to follow.  

Force your reader to stop and read something twice and they will probably 

remember that call they were supposed to make – and your chance to get your 

message across will be lost forever.  

Psychic readers 

Remember, few of the people you write for are psychic with infallible memories. 

They will have to read the end of a sentence before they understand the 

beginning if you put the main part of a sentence at the end. This mental back-flip 

may be all it takes to confuse them or stop them reading.  
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Structuring sentences logically will: 

■ keep your readers reading 

■ make sure they need to read each sentence only once 

■ get your message across. 

 

Logical structure 

The best way to structure your sentences is to put the main clause first. 

Put the WHAT before the WHY, in other words. 


